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Infrared technology banishes winter chills but this 
level of comfort comes at a price and fit isn’t perfect

Cold weather? 
Just bring it on

1. The neat control panel plugs into 

your bike’s battery. It gives four 

different heat settings for every 

condition and is easy to change even 

when you’re on the move wearing 

winter gloves.

2. The collar is too high, which makes 

it uncomfortable to wear under my 

Rukka winter jacket which has a built-

in high neck itself.

3. Wiring is in place for Exo2 heated 

gloves, which cost £139.99 or £119.99 

depending on spec.
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Tester: Michael Guy

Time tested: 3400 miles/

three months

What’s good? This has been 

a genuine game-changer for me this 

winter. Despite having ridden through 

December, January and February for 

the last 20 years, up until now I was 

a heated clothing virgin. I’d piled on 

the layers and dealt with being cold to 

the core on my 70 miles of motorway 

commute in sub-zero temperatures. 

But my days of arriving in the MCN 

office a shivering mess are well and 

truly over. Unlike a lot of heated 

clothing the Exo2 is not just a heated 

body warmer. It’s a full heated jacket 

that warms everything from your back 

to the full length of your arms and even 

your neck. It uses FabRoc polymeric 

technology, which produces infrared 

heat when a low voltage is passed 

through it and that means there are no 

obtrusive wires to cause discomfort. 

The jacket is made from material that 

wicks away sweat to ensure you stay 

dry and warm. It comes at a high price, 

but if you’re a regular winter rider it’s 

hard to put a price on staying warm and 

ultimately safer on the road.

What’s not? The cut isn’t perfect. It’s 

too long and unless you ensure it is 

tucked under the level of a standard 

motorcycle jacket, it sticks out the 

bottom, which is a problem if it rains as 

it gets wet. The other area I don’t like 

is the neck, which is too high and that 

makes it difficult to know what to do 

with it. Do it up to the top and it sticks 

out of the top of your jacket.

Contact: www.exo2.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Exo2 heated jacket, 
£259.99 
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Tester: Adam Child

Time tested: 8000 miles/eight months

What’s good? Some of the best 

ideas are the simplest. This tailpack 

fits over the pillion seat, with two Velcro straps 

underneath to keep it secure. With the bag 

compressed it’s added comfort for pillions 

and it’s grippy so they slide around less. Once 

expanded it’s somewhere to store waterproofs 

or a small amount of kit.

What’s not? It’s not 100% waterproof, which 

is not a problem for me as I only carry spare 

winter gloves or waterproofs, but clothes need 

to go in a waterproof bag. The sides are thin so if 

it’s overloaded it can flop to one side.

Contact: www.thecycleguys.com

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Andy Calton

Time: Nine months

What’s good? Both locks offer a 

good, visible deterrent. The Nimrod 

is much sturdier than the Hurricane. I used 

the Hurricane on the front of the bike and the 

Nimrod on the back. Both chains are long 

enough to get through the wheel and around a 

post or ground anchor. The chain cover is robust 

and I’ve had no problems with the mechanisms 

on either lock, having used them all year. 

Neither have faced the ultimate test, which may 

mean their presence was enough!

What’s not? The Hurricane feels a little 

lightweight. You can get a longer chain (1.5m 

rather than 1.2) for the Nimrod for an extra fiver.

Contact: www.geargremlin.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

FastPack Tail Bag, $69.99 (approx. 
£58.35 including import tax and 
shipping)

Hurricane lock & chain, £25.99 
Nimrod lock & chain, £54.99

Tester: Andy Davidson

Time tested: Nine months/ 19,000 miles

What’s good? This is a winter suit 

through and through. The outer shell 

is made of tough stuff, surviving more than a 

few scrapes with ease and holds off the rain 

for longer than most suits I’ve tried. It features 

a removable storm collar, waterproof outer 

pockets and large reflective panels which can 

be hidden by zipping them up.

What’s not? I went two sizes up to get a suit 

that fits and on each suit the forearms are 

strangely very tight. If you feel the slightest 

squeeze, go up another size, otherwise adding 

another layer underneath will leave you feeling 

the effects of arm pump in no time. 

Contact: www.held-uk.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Tester: Andy Downes

Time tested: Two years

What’s good? I have seen many 

experienced mechanics at work in 

my MCN working life. I am nothing like these 

people. For me to be able to work on my 1998 

Honda CBR600F I need something like the 

Clymer manual, which makes the average sort 

of job easier to get done without losing an entire 

weekend trying to work out why the bellypan 

won’t unfasten. The illustrations and images 

are clear and the wording is simple to follow. 

What’s not? None of the pictures are in colour 

so it can get a bit confusing to identify exactly 

what you are supposed to be looking for in some 

of the more complex and finicky areas. 

Contact: www.clymer.co.uk

Quality rating: ★★★★★

Value rating: ★★★★★

Held Uncover suit, jacket £279.99, 
trousers £229.99

Clymer Honda CBR600F 
workshop manual, £23.45
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